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BARRABA COMMUNITY NEWS 

COMMUNITY OWNED AND EDITED  

Wednesday 14h October 2026 

FEBRUAR 

 
BARRABA RSL & RECREATIONAL CLUB LTD Phone 67821379 For the information of members and guests. 

THURSDAY 15TH OCTOBER   BINGO FIRST GAME STARTS @6PM 

FRIDAY 16TH OCTOBER    AIRCOOLED ASSEMBLY  TICKETS ON SALE FROM 5.30PM   MEMBERSHIP DRAW $1100 

SATURDAY 17TH OCTOBER  BACK TO THE BUSH  

SUNDAY 18TH OCTOBER  ANGLER CLUB RAFFLES MEMBERSHIP DRAW $1000 

BISTRO HOURS Phone 0427330808 DINE IN OR TAKEAWAY DAILY BLACKBOARD SPECIALS 

PIZZAS MADE TO ORDER.  MONDAY/TUESDAY/WEDNESDAY: CLOSED 

THURS/FRI/SAT: LUNCH 12-2PM DINNER FROM 6PM     SUNDAY: 12-2PM 
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Not long now! The annual Back to Bush auto 
festival brought to you by Aircooled Assembly 

Inc is a few days away. 

 

Be sure to check out the Muddy MAYhem display (this year 

only) – take a look up close at the cars, chat with their 

owners/creators and watch some awesome footage of a 

mudrun on the TV. There is a Muddy MAYhem colouring in 

for the kids to do at the display or take home with them as 

well as some cool give-aways, while they last!  

The morning will consist of hundreds of cars and bikes in the 

show and shine. Thinking of bringing a car or bike? No need 

to pre- enter! There are marshals on the lane from Maude 

Street to guide you in to park and give you your entry 

number. Remember, all are welcome to vote for the car or 

bike you like the most for the “people’s choice” trophy. 

There will be markets, free kids rides (different ones this 

year!) and face painting.  

The Aircooled Assembly container/office (look out for the 

Back to the Bush marquee) is the location for: - 

• register your vote for “people’s choice” 

• Find mechanise - This year’s merchandise we have 

shirts, caps, coolers and our new item – patches! 

There will also be a limited merchandise at a 

discounted price from 2025. 

• Enquiries and sunscreen  

• Back to the Bush raffle 

• Silent Auction items  

• Trophies 

• Presentation at 1pm. See who won the Back to the 

Bush Colouring in Competition, Back to the Bush 

raffle, auctions and the show & shine trophies. 

Stick around because there is more live music this year. 

Kicking off with The Cartoon Hero’s (Aqua and other 90s hits) 

from 2pm followed by Chicken Liquor in the evening and 

*F*I*R*E*W*O*R*K*S*.  

 

    Continued page 4
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Brand New Early Childhood Education and Care Service. 

        A unique Opportunity in Barraba.  Purpose-built for care. 

 
Artist Impression 

Find your career opportunity in Barraba 

Become a part of a team of educators 

EOI from those seeking employment and/or training in Childcare 

Must have a passion for working with children in a safe, inclusive and fun environment 

with other reliable, enthusiastic team players. 

Get In Touch 

Nigel Goodman 

M. 0411 640 200  or  

E.  nigel_goodman@bigpond.com  

Nadine Price 

Early Xp Pty Ltd 

Early Childhood Education Management and Support Services  

M. 0411 747 760 

E.  nadine.earlyxp@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:nigel_goodman@bigpond.com
mailto:nadine.earlyxp@gmail.com


4 
Barraba Community News    Wednesday 14th October 2026 
  

Continued from page 2 

 

With thanks to our sponsors, new and existing, as well as our 

volunteers, it’s all FREE!  

FIREWORKS 

We remind the residents of Barraba that there will be a 

fireworks display. The display is scheduled for 8.30pm 

Saturday 17th October as part of the Back to the Bush event. 

There will be further Public Notices before the event. 

Airing on TV now, with thanks to Tamworth Regional 

Council-Tamworth Region’s 2026/2027 Regional Events and 

Marketing Support Program, Back to the Bush have a 

commercial on Chanels 7 and 7mate and will continue right 

up to the event. 

Gates open at the RSL 9am Saturday 17th October 2026. For 

all the latest info, head to Aircooled Assembly’s Facebook 

page or the event page Back to the Bush. 

Friday night raffles at the RSL will be hosted by the Aircooled 

Assembly and there will be extra cool things up for grabs– so 

be sure to come check that out too! 

 

 

THIS WEEKEND AT THE BARRABA POTTERS AND 

CRAFT GUILD 

Resin Workshop 

Guest tutor Andrea Robinson from Bundarra will be on hand 

to guide you through a resin workshop to create beautiful 

resin flowers and other ornaments, to be held at the Fuller 

Gallery on the 17th & 18th October 2026 from 10.30am to 

2.30pm. 

There will be various moulds available for you to use or you 

are welcome to bring your own mould to create a unique 

resin item. There will also be lots of different pigments 

available, including glow in the dark and shimmer pigments. 

 

You can attend one or both days. If you attend both days, 

you will be able to make your item and then remove it from 

the mould and make another one on the second day. This 

workshop is suitable for beginners and children over 12 

years.  

Cost: $20 per person, per day 

Tea and coffee provided. BYO lunch.  

Don’t miss out, positions are filling fast. Bookings required 

on 0459608486 or 0428892407 

 



5 
Barraba Community News    Wednesday 14th October 2026 
  

 

 

Barraba Hospital Auxiliary 

Happenings 

 

Barraba Hospital Auxiliary provided a delicious morning tea 

at the Day Centre on the 8th of October from 9:30am for 

Dementia Awareness. The morning saw visitors from 

Richardson House and Garvin House as well as Barraba 

residents enjoying time together and hearing about 

Dementia – now recognized as the leading cause of death in 

Australia. 

We were also pleased to welcome guest speakers Richard 

Williams - Older Persons Clinical Consultant, and Louise 

Albertson – Delirium and Dementia Nurse Consultant, from 

Tamworth Rural Referral Hospital.  

Richard and Louise both gave very informative talks to those 

in attendance. Thank you to you both for your support. 

Thank you to all who attended and to UHA Members for 

providing the yummy morning tea for everyone to enjoy.  

Congratulants to Jo Bridges who has been appointed the 

Health Service Manager, we look forward to working with Jo 

and her staff as we fundraise to help provide equipment for 

the MPS.  

Date for the diary: Street Stall 5th November from 9am. All 

donations will be greatly appreciated.  

If you would like to join the Barraba UHA the next meeting 

will be on the 6th of November at 10.00am in the Day Centre.  

 

 

Dementia Awareness morning tea. Richard Williams and 

Louise Albertson with Jo Bridges HSM Barraba MPS.  

 

 

Senior Citz News 

Barraba Senior Citizens wants to 

remind you their AGM is on Friday 

16th October at 1pm. 

 

Nominations have been received and ready for voting. 

We would like to see all our members here for this special 

day. 

Our AGM follows our regular Bingo which is held every 

Friday at 10am and all are welcome. 
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SMALL SCHOOLS BUS 

TOUR 

 

An enjoyable day was had by all last Thursday when a group 

of people joined the Historical Society for a bus trip around 

some of the small school sites in the district.  We headed 

out to Woodsreef, where unfortunately we couldn’t 

explore the area of the site, as it is now private property.  

We then headed east to the ‘T’ intersection of the Bundarra 

and McIntyre roads where the Shenstone school existed 

until the late 1930’s.  Next on the list was the location of 

the McIntyre School.  Our excellent bus driver, Chris, took 

the bus up the hill to the spot where the school used to be, 

and people could get out and have a look around the area.  

All that exists there now are the slabs of concrete where 

the pylons supporting the building stood and a few clumps 

of iris plants, still thriving.  The school closed in 1966. 

It was then all aboard, and we headed for Gulf Creek.  The 

school building is still standing and has been given a fresh 

coat of paint.  We were able to enter the building and have 

a good look around inside.  One of the old school seats is 

still there.  

 

 Unfortunately, the tennis court is now just a grass covered 

yard and the shelter beside it has been squashed by a fallen 

tree. 

 

This could be a bit dangerous! 

From Gulf Creek, we headed on to Upper Horton where the 

school is now private property.   

We stopped at the Horton Club for a beautiful lunch 

provided by Amy Mackay.  It was an enjoyable break, and 

everyone enjoyed their lunch and refreshments.  Then it 

was back on the bus. 

Through Horton and along the Currangandi road to 

Brigalows where all that remains of the school building is a 

half fallen down shed with a small tank sitting on a stand in 

a paddock.  

Further along, we came to the location of the Plumthorpe 

School.  The school building is still standing but unable to be 

accessed as it is part of a private residence. 

We then continued back towards Barraba along the 

Trevallyn Road and passed the site where the Hawkins 

Creek School was located.  Unfortunately, there is nothing 

remaining to indicate where the actual site was. 

A big thank you to Lesley for the organisation she put into 

the trip, a big thank you to Chris for being such a valuable 

bus driver, and also to all the people who took part in the 

trip. 

So, a trip down memory lane! 

Message from the Editor 

At Barraba Community News we welcome local news and 

stories from our community members about activities, 

events and news of interest to the Barraba community. 

Share your news, views and what you or your local 

organisation is doing. Advertise in News at a competitive 

cost and reach 750 households in our area who receive a 

free copy each week. Contact 

news@barrabacommunitynews.org.au or drop into the 

Community College on the corner of Alice and Fitzroy Sts. 

mailto:news@barrabacommunitynews.org.au
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Dive in: Region's pools open for the season 

Public pools across the Tamworth region are preparing to 

welcome swimmers back as the 2026-27 pool season gets 

underway. 

The Tamworth Olympic Swimming Pool reopens from 

Monday 12 October, while Barraba Memorial Swimming 

Pool, Kootingal Memorial Swimming Pool, Manilla 

Memorial Swimming Pool and the Nundle Memorial 

Swimming Pool reopen from Tuesday 13 October. 

Significant improvements have been completed at Barraba 

Memorial Swimming Pool, including gutter repairs, 

repainting, new waterline tiles, refurbishment of the 

toddlers' pool and upgrades to chemical storage facilities. In 

Manilla, water pipes have been replaced and a new out-of-

hours access gate installed which is planned to be functional 

by early December. 

The South and West Tamworth Memorial Pool will open 

from the first weekend of Saturday 17 October on limited 

hours, and increasing as the need arises. 

 Ahead of the season opening, Tamworth Regional Council 

staff have undertaken a comprehensive program of 

inspections, repairs and upgrades to ensure facilities are 

safe, reliable and ready for another busy summer. 

Tamworth Regional Council Aquatics Coordinator Gary 

Johnson said the annual winter works program is an 

important investment in maintaining the region's ageing 

aquatic infrastructure. 

"Many of our public pools are between 50 and 80 years old, 

so ongoing maintenance is essential to keep them operating 

safely, efficiently and reliably for our communities," Mr 

Johnson said "During the off-season, our teams have carried 

out annual servicing of circulation pumps and chemical 

dosing systems, along with a range of upgrades and 

refurbishment works across the region." 

The Nundle Memorial Swimming Pool has undergone 

waterproofing, tiling and resurfacing works. New stairs have 

also been installed at Kootingal Memorial Swimming Pool to 

improve accessibility. 

Mr Johnson said while Council remains committed to 

maintaining existing facilities, planning for the region's 

future aquatic needs to remain a priority. 

 "We'd like to thank everyone who has taken the time to 

engage with Council's Have Your Say campaign for the 

Aquatic, Education and Health Centre of Excellence," he said. 

"The feedback we've received highlights just how important 

year-round aquatic facilities are for learn-to-swim programs, 

rehabilitation, fitness and community wellbeing, and it is 

providing great support for our efforts to secure additional 

funding for the project." 

Residents can continue to leave their messages at 

haveyoursay.tamworth.nsw.gov.au  

 

BARRABA UNITING CHURCH NOTICES  
Sunday 18th October – 10.45am 

Please note new time for the next few months. 
All welcome 

 
 

CATHOLIC CHURCH TIMES                                    
Barraba 1st Sunday of the month, Saturday evening 

Mass 6pm. (Note the time change)                              
All other Sundays 9am 

 
 

ANGLICAN CHURCH TIMES 
St Laurence’s Barraba 

Sunday service at 10.00am  
    Woodsreef 11.30am, 2nd Sunday of each month 

 

 
Published by Community College Northern 

Inland Inc. 

Cnr. Alice and Fitzroy St Barraba  

Contacts: Bronwyn 0447 165 008 or  

Office: 67821662  

Email  news@barrabacommunitynews.org.au 

Printed on site at the Community College. Free 
publication by email or collection from local Barraba 
main street businesses 

 

mailto:news@barrabacommunitynews.org.au


8 
Barraba Community News    Wednesday 14th October 2026 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL LEADERSHIP 

CONFIRMED 

 

Gwydir Shire Council has confirmed its leadership team for 

the coming year, with Cr Tiffany Galvin re-elected as Mayor 

and Cr Sean Coleman re-elected as Deputy Mayor at today's 

Ordinary Council Meeting in Warialda. Both positions were 

uncontested, reflecting the confidence of Councillors in the 

current leadership team. 

Mayor Galvin said she was honoured to continue serving the 

community in the role. "I’m absolutely honoured and deeply 

grateful for the support shown by my fellow Councillors. It is 

a real privilege to continue serving as Mayor, and I’m excited 

about what we can achieve together over the coming years. 

Gwydir is a wonderful place with passionate people, strong 

communities and enormous potential. I look forward to 

working alongside residents, businesses, community groups, 

fellow Councillors and Council staff to continue building a 

bright and positive future for our region." 

Deputy Mayor Coleman said he was looking forward to 

continuing the work underway across the Shire. "Thank you 

to everyone who has supported me and placed their trust in 

me as Deputy Mayor. We have a great Shire with strong 

communities and plenty of opportunities ahead. I look 

forward to continuing to work alongside Mayor Tiffany 

Galvin, my fellow Councillors, Council staff and our residents 

to help ensure Gwydir remains a great place to live, work and 

raise a family. There is plenty of work to do, and I’m looking 

forward to getting on with it." Council congratulates Cr 

Galvin and Cr Coleman on their re-election and looks forward 

to working together to deliver positive outcomes for 

communities across the Gwydir Shire. 
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SMILE' THE STORY OF CHARLIE CHAPLIN 

ROXY THEATRE BINGARA 

Saturday 24 October 2026 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM 

Hailed as 'one of the most dazzling performers to emerge 

on the fringe circuit', Marcel Cole gives a 'stunning one-

hour treatment' to the extraordinary life and career of the 

greatest physical comedian of all time. 

‘Magnificent’ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ The LIST 

‘A sparkling gem’ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ Glam Adelaide 

‘Cole has perfected the art of mime’ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ AU 

Review 

After selling out in Adelaide and Edinburgh in 2025, the 

award-winning fringe sensation about the life of Charlie 

Chaplin is coming to Bingara in 2026! 

Using mime, clowning, projected story cards and audience 

participation, 

Marcel Cole tells the remarkable story of Charlie Chaplin’s 

life and career - all in the style of his films! A rare show for 

young and old alike. 

TICKETS: $30PP OR A FAMILY OF FOUR $75 (2 ADULTS AND 

2 CHILDREN)   Book: trybooking website 

 

MANILLA MUSEUM MARKETS 

 

Saturday 17 October 2026 

Discover the charm of the Manilla Museum Markets, held 

in beautiful Pioneer Park from 8am to 1pm on the third 

Saturday of every month 

Browse a wonderful range of locally produced goods, 

including plants, honey, jewellery, homemade cakes, 

painted homewares, t-shirts, hair accessories, and more. 

Take a moment to relax in the gardens with a tea, coffee, or 

cool drink, and don’t miss the BBQ gurus serving up delicious 

steak sandwiches and sausage sangas. It’s the perfect 

morning out to explore local creativity, support small 

makers, and enjoy the warm Manilla community 

atmosphere. 

 

NUNDLE CWA ART EXHIBITION & SALE 2026 

 

6 to 8 November 2026 

Discover the creativity and talent of artists from across the 

region at the Nundle CWA Art Exhibition & Sale 2026. 

Nundle School of Arts Memorial Hall, 101 Jenkins Street, 

Nundle 

Gala Night, Judging & Sales 

Friday 6 November 2026 | 7.00pm – 10.00pm 

Champagne, supper and announcement of winners 
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Barraba Bulldogs Celebrate a Successful Return 

in 2026 

Barraba Rugby League Football Club celebrated the end of a 

remarkable 2026 season with a successful Presentation 

Night on Saturday, recognising the players, volunteers, 

sponsors and supporters who helped bring rugby league 

back to Barraba.  

After a five-year absence, 2026 marked an important new 

chapter for the Bulldogs, with the Club proudly fielding First 

Grade, Reserve Grade and Ladies League Tag teams.  

The Presentation Night brought together players, families, 

sponsors, volunteers and supporters to celebrate the 

achievements of all three teams and recognise the many 

people who worked behind the scenes throughout the year.  

There were plenty of achievements to celebrate across the 

three grades.  

In First Grade, Zac Mallise capped off an outstanding season 

by being named Best & Fairest and Players Player, as well as 

finishing as the team's Highest Try Scorer with seven tries.  

In Reserve Grade, Ben Spencer and Cooper Boyd shared both 

the Best & Fairest and Players Player awards, while Daniel 

Earl and Jack Hillier finished equal as the team's Highest Try 

Scorers with six tries each.  

Brooke McKinnon enjoyed an exceptional season in Ladies 

League Tag, receiving the Best & Fairest and Players Player 

awards, as well as being the Bulldogs' Highest Try Scorer with 

17 tries and Highest Point Scorer with 92 points. Brooke's 

achievements extended beyond the Club, with her 92 points 

also earning her the 2026 Group 19 Ladies League Tag 

Highest Points Scorer title.  

 

The evening also saw Alison Ward and Ralph Starr 

recognised as Life Members of Barraba Rugby League 

Football Club, acknowledging their longstanding 

contributions to the Club.  

Steve Ward was awarded the Richard "Fritter" Jennar 

Memorial Trophy as Club Person of the Year, recognising his 

contribution and commitment to the Bulldogs throughout 

the season.  
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The evening also provided an opportunity to recognise some 

of the Club's history and the families behind its long-standing 

memorial trophies.  

Ronda Simmons presented the Neville Claydon Memorial 

Trophy for Consistent Low Tackler in First Grade to Jack 

Coombes. Ronda spoke about her father's proud history with 

the Bulldogs, including his role in re-establishing the Club in 

1972 and his many years of service as Club President. Her 

words were a special reminder of the generations of people 

who have worked to keep rugby league alive in Barraba.  

Jeanette Hillier, on behalf of the Mallise family, made 

presentations of trophies honouring the Mallise family's 

connection with the Club. These included the Greg "BULL" 

Mallise Mug Players Player awards for both Grade and 

Reserve Grade, and the Len Mallise Memorial Trophy for 

First Grade Highest Point Scorer, which was awarded to Joey 

Latham with 58 points. 

These are just some of the awards and memorial trophies 

that are an important part of the Bulldogs' history, 

connecting the achievements of today's players with the 

people and families who have contributed to the Club over 

many years.  

$15,000 donated to Barraba Palliative Care  

 

Shaun Spence, Jayse Starr, Kade Spence, Jenny Simspon, 

Ralph Starr and Brittany Starr. 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the proudest moments of the evening was the 

presentation of a $15,000 cheque to Jenny Simpson on 

behalf of the Barraba Palliative Care Hospital Auxiliary. 

The funds were raised through the Club's Ladies Day in July, 

held in memory of Kerry Spence-Starr and Jacqui Spence. 

The tremendous fundraising result reflects not only the 

generosity of those who supported Ladies Day, but also the 

Bulldogs' commitment to giving back to the community that 

has supported the Club so strongly.  

Barraba Rugby League Football Club sincerely thanks 

everyone who donated, attended, volunteered or otherwise 

contributed to making Ladies Day such a success and helping 

the Club make this significant donation.  

Looking Ahead to 2027 – AGM Announced  

With a successful comeback season now complete, the 

Bulldogs are already looking towards 2027 and continuing to 

build on the foundations established this year.  

The Barraba Rugby League Football Club Annual General 

Meeting will be held on Sunday 18 October 2026 12.00 pm 

Barraba Bowling Club. All Committee and coaching positions 

will be declared vacant.  

The Club strongly encourages all members of the Barraba 

community who would like to be part of the Bulldogs in 2027 

to attend. You don't need to have played rugby league or 

have previous committee experience. Whether you can take 

on a committee position, volunteer your time, bring new 

ideas to the Club or simply want to help keep rugby league 

strong in Barraba, we would love to have you involved.  

The success of 2026 has shown what can be achieved when 

players, volunteers, sponsors and the wider Barraba 

community come together. After five years without senior 

rugby league, having three Bulldogs teams take the field in 

2026 was an achievement everyone involved with the Club 

can be proud of.  

Thank you, Barraba, for getting behind the Bulldogs in 2026. 

We look forward to building on this year's success and 

making 2027 even bigger and better. 

   

By Brian Coote 

An unusual sunset from the 9th 

Oct  2017. 

A very small sunset display from an 

almost clear sky from the Lions park next 

to the Longarm turnoff. 
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Lic No. 306630C 

• Plumber 
• Drainer 

• Gasfitter 
• Polywelder 

• Roof Plumber                                                              

Ph0408117358   wardsplumbing@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:wardsplumbing@bigpond.com

