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SSS Mobile Concrete Services – A new business 

in town. 

 

Paul Hennessy and his partners have recently opened a new 

business in Barraba. This is the third location they have 

established and Paul is the manager of their Barraba site. 

Located at 68 Alice St, next door to Rural Traders, they will 

be servicing an area from Tamworth to Bingara with their 

mobile plant, but expect most of the business will be in the 

Barraba area. Opening hours are Monday to Friday 8am to 

4pm and Paul can be contacted on 0427495070. Paul said “I 

hope people will call in to check out our products but best to 

phone ahead to ensure I’m here to meet them.” 

The SSS Concreting will supply concrete, batching and mixing 

on your site, sand, 10-20cm aggregate, fine dust, Attunga 

road base delivered in their tip-truck. They also have garden 

mulch, sand and have plans for other garden products and 

fire wood will be available in the next few weeks.  
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When the Barraba Community News team talked to Paul he 

outlined the many and varied jobs he’s had, from helping in 

his father’s butcher shop, NSW Fire Fighter for 15 years and 

an interstate truck driver which is where he met his two 

business partners.   

Paul and his wife had been considering a move to a rural area 

and identified Barraba as a great location more than 12 

months ago. The opportunity to take on the establishment 

of SSS Mobile Concreting in Barraba was too good to refuse.  

Paul and his wife also have a restaurant in Canberra, which 

his wife is still running until they are ready for her to relocate 

to Barraba. 

Paul said “I’m here 

because I want to be in 

Barraba, become part of 

the community, provide 

services to and promote 

the local town. I also 

want to ensure we have 

a profitable and sustainable business.” 

Paul will be at the Barraba Show on Friday 6th and Saturday 

7th March, so find him for a chat or phone him on 

0427495070. 

 

115th BARRABA SHOW – 

coming soon! 

The 2026 Barraba Show will be 

held this year from Friday 6 

March to Sunday 8 March. 

Barraba Show 2026 once again 

brings you family 

entertainment and fun with three days of Rodeo, Sports 

Shear, Wool Handling, Campdraft, Working Dogs, Motorbike 

Barrel Racing, Pavilion displays, Cattle showing, Chook Show, 

Horse Sections, Pet Show and Live Music.” 

Full details, and the full schedule including entry forms, are 

available on the show website: www.barrabashow.com.au . 

Regular updates will appear on the Show Facebook page and 

in this newspaper. Any enquiries can be made by email to 

the Secretary barrabapah@hotmail.com, or phone 0447 222 

347. Over the weeks to the Show we will bring you stories 

about what is new and exciting this year, details of how to 

enter (and the closing dates) and how to get involved.   

See pages 8 to 12  for everything you need to know about 

the Show. 

 

Barraba Central School.                                            

Class Reunion 1972-1977 

45 people, including 29 students, had a great weekend of 

reminiscing¸ stories (some funny, some sad) at our class 

reunion. It is hard to believe that it has been 50 years since 

some of us last met. Class members travelled from as far as 

Papua New Guinea, Swan Hill, Toowoomba, Gold Coast, 

Harvey Bay, Kiama & Bacchus Marsh just to name a few, to 

catch up again. It was great to see everyone after all this 

time… 

Thank you to Aleeta Eames for taking time out of your 

weekend to show us around the High School precinct. What 

changes there have been!  

Thank you also to the Vic Hotel, Barraba RSL & Rec Club, 

Barraba Golf Club and accommodation venues for your 

hospitality and support of our weekend. 

 

 

http://www.barrabashow.com.au/
mailto:barrabapah@hotmail.com
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(Thanks to Patti Crowley for the Reunion info and pictures) 

CARP MUSTER FISHING COMPETITION 

Something a bit different! Saturday arvo we will have a bit of 

fun with a casting comp down on the water's edge. I’ll float 

a couple of targets out at Glenriddle in front of the Lions 

Marquee, and see who can hit them. Adults will be a bit 

further out and need to make your cast into the drum. Kids 

will be closer and a larger target to hit. I’ll rustle up 

something for prizes to those that can hit the target. More 

info and times closer to the day. (Thanks Trent Hartwig) 

 

POWER OUTAGE THIS SUNDAY. MORE 

INFO PAGE 12. 

  

History Notes 

 

This week I have finally changed the rain record chart – with 

barely 25mls so far this year perhaps a change of chart might 

help! While putting the old chart away I came across records 

of a heatwave at Cobbadah in 1939. 

There were ten days of readings ranging from 102 to 110 

finishing with 104 on the 17th January.  With 104 being about 

40 centigrade in today’s measurements it must have been a 

rather testing time.  The heat further west in our state is 

worse than the central areas and a friend has found details 

of a heat wave in 1896 in western NSW where residents died 

from heat exhaustion – up to 25 residents of Bourke died in 

January 1896 for example. 

We are rather fortunate that we live in an era of air 

conditioning in cars and houses and do not have to turn the 

hose on, up in a mature tree, to get my father’s version of 

cooler air!! 

The hot weather has been a good chance to read Aaron 

Hardy’s history of the gold fields in this area – he has done a 

wonderful job – spending lots of time with references from 

a number of newspaper sources as well as some exploration 

in the areas.  It is hard to imagine particularly the Crow 

Mountain mines at full production with a Post Office, grocery 

shop and other services on the field.  There is nothing there 

now. 

Woods Reef has seen more attention with settlers remaining 

there after the gold rush.  With a lot of research sites of 

miner’s homes, shops, and school were all marked for future 

generations of visitors to the area.  The cemetery has a few 

memorials to mark the burial of possibly 100 residents. 

The school, Post Office and store remained in the village for 

some years – for instance the Post Office continued until the 

early 20th Century – in fact it operated from 1861 to 1913.  

The store remained to at least 1919 when John McKechnie 

ran the business. 

The gold mining gradually faded away as asbestos was found 

and then mined early in the 20th Century.  There is a photo 

of the early mine in this year’s Historical Society calendar.  

Finally, I must remind everyone there are open shafts in the 

mining area – very dangerous today so keep away, especially 

children. 
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BARRABA CANCER PATIENTS FUND RAISING 

GROUP INC. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

THURSDAY 26TH FEBRUARY 2026, 11am. 

Andy's Guesthouse 

All are welcome 

Barraba Potters and Craft Guild Inc 

Annual General Meeting 

Friday 13th February 2026 commencing at 10am. 

An ordinary meeting will follow. 

All members welcome. 

If you are interested to join the Guild, enjoy a variety of 

craft activities and meet people please come along. Please 

phone Bronwyn 0447165008 if you have any queries. 

CATHOLIC CHURCH TIMES 
Barraba 1st Sunday of the month, Saturday evening 

Mass 6pm. 
All other Sundays 9am 

BARRABA UNITING CHURCH NOTICES 
Sunday 15th February 2026 

Time 10.45am 
Please note new time till the end of April. 

All welcome 

ANGLICAN CHURCH TIMES 
St Laurence’s Barraba 

Sunday service at 10.00am 
Woodsreef 11.30am, 2nd Sunday of each month 

 

  

Faulkner, 

Christopher Shane

30/11/1961 to 5/2/2026 

Born in Bingara. Now residing in Katherine NT. 

Beloved husband of Margot and beloved son of Gordon 

(Crow) (dec) and Suzanne, brother to Shelley and Geoffrey 

(Ted), uncle and cousin to many. 

Passed away in Darwin after a very brave and short battle 

with cancer. 

Chris's wish was that there be no service he will be privately 

cremated and his remains returned home from burial in 

Bingara at a later date. 
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 Judy Brady was awarded the 

trophy for winning the 

Poetry Section of the 

Somerton Hotel Open Mic 

Competition during the 

Tamworth Country Music 

Festival on Sunday during 

the Barraba High Country 

Music Musta at the Barraba 

Bowling Club.  

 

 

Tamworth Miniature Railway 

Victoria Park, Piper Street East Tamworth                     

Phone: 0409 418 278 

Sunday 15 February @ 10:00am - 3:00pm.  COST: $3 

We are dedicated to providing an exceptional all-day 

experience for families of all ages. With 900 meters of track, 

four platforms, two tunnels, and the Oxley Bridge offering 

stunning views over Tamworth, our Running Days promise a 

unique and unforgettable adventure for train enthusiasts of 

every generation. Come join us for a day full of fun and 

excitement!  We have Public Running days on the 3rd 

Sunday of each month from 10 am – 3 pm with picnic areas, 

canteen, and great views. 

 

The brand-new 

Tamworth Mental 

Health unit is looking 

outstanding! A 37 

bed facility that 

provides the future 

of mental health care 

in the northwest. 

Looking forward to this opening in 2026! 

 

BARRABA KIDS COMMENDED AS JUNIOR TOUCH 

WRAPS UP 

Our u10 boys and u12 girls have done us proud over the 

weekend at the Northern Eagles Junior Champs at Coffs 

Harbour, playing some very promising touch football against 

older, well-drilled opponents from across Northern NSW.  

Although neither team came away with a win, there was a 

great deal of praise for our Barraba kids’ tenacity, positivity 

and general conduct over the tournament. Each player has 

also shown great improvement in their game, positioning 

and teamwork in recent months - with some strong 

sequences of play at Coffs a thrill to watch.  

The boys played against Macksville, Taree and Tamworth 

(twice); they were coached by Bindy Abell, and supported by 

Katie Shadbolt and Jimmy Hardaker.  

The girls played against Taree, Gunnedah, Coffs Harbour and 

Grafton; they were coached by Cint Russell, and supported 

by Penny Hands.  

Both Bindy and Cint pulled on the referee kit a few times 

over the weekend, too. Along with Ben Abell, we wish to 

thank them for their efforts officiating on behalf of our 

association. With some great food and beach time thrown 

in, it was a fun weekend away for players and supporters 

alike.  

The Northern Eagles Junior Champs marks a wrap on our 

2025/26 season for Barraba Junior Touch. We are grateful 

for the ongoing support of local families, friends and 

sponsors - including Barraba Community News for featuring 

our occasional updates! We look forward to seeing you again 

later this year.  
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Whooping cough cases are at their highest level 

in 35 years – so why the surge? 

 

Archana Koirala, Paediatrician and Infectious Diseases 

Specialist; Clinical Researcher, University of Sydney 

 

Australia is battling its biggest rise in whooping cough cases 

in 35 years. During 2024 and 2025 Australia recorded 82,513 

whooping cough cases – the highest number since 

monitoring began in 1991. 

Also known as pertussis or the “100-day cough”, whooping 

cough is a potentially fatal respiratory illness which causes 

severe coughing episodes. It spreads from one person to 

another and is particularly deadly among infants. So why the 

surge? And how can you protect yourself and your loved 

ones? 

What is whooping cough? 

Whooping cough is a respiratory infection caused by the 

bacteria Bordetella pertussis. Transmission occurs through 

close contact with infected people such as via coughing and 

sneezing. 

Early symptoms include runny nose or sore throat. This is 

called the “catarrhal phase” and can look similar to a 

common cold. A persistent cough comes next, and typically 

lasts between six and ten weeks. This leads to intense bouts 

of coughing, with babies and children often making high-

pitched “whoop” sounds when they breath in. This is where 

the term “whooping cough” comes from. 

Whooping cough can be very severe in newborn babies and 

infants. About one in 125 babies with whooping cough aged 

below six months dies from pneumonia or brain damage. 

Household contacts and carers often pass the illness onto 

infants, with parents the source of infection in more than 

50% of cases. Infants can also pick up an infection from 

siblings and health-care workers. 

Complications in older children and adults include 

interrupted sleep and pneumonia, a lung infection which can 

require hospitalisation. Patients can even sustain rib 

fractures from coughing so hard. 

Antibiotics, when given early, can stop disease progression. 

However, after the cough is established, which is when most 

people realise they are infected, antibiotics have little effect 

on the disease’s progression. 

But, there’s a vaccine for it? 

Yes. The whooping cough vaccine is given as a combination 

vaccine with diphtheria and tetanus. In Australia, this 

vaccine is part of routine infant and childhood immunisation 

schedules. A booster dose is also given to Year 7 students. 

Pregnant women are advised to vaccinate every pregnancy 

to boost the production and transfer of antibodies to their 

unborn baby. This also helps protect infants who are too 

young to be immunised. A 2025 study from Denmark found 

vaccination during pregnancy to be 72% effective against 

laboratory confirmed whooping cough. 

Although infants are most vulnerable to whooping cough, it 

can cause infection across all ages and put a large strain on 

the health-care system, especially for adults aged over 50. 

To protect themselves and limit spread of the disease, adults 

should get vaccinated every ten years. 

Australia’s national vaccine regulator checks the safety of 

whooping cough vaccines each year. Ongoing monitoring 

over many years shows these vaccines are safe and continue 

to protect people of all ages. But low immunisation rates 

among children and adolescents remain a concern, with new 

data showing Australia’s 2024-25 childhood immunisation 

rate was the lowest in a decade. 

Only about one-fifth of adults 50 years and older are up to 

date with the whooping cough vaccine. This means they 

have had a booster within the last ten years. 

Why are there so many cases right now? 

Whooping cough is a challenging disease to control because 

immunity, acquired through immunisation or natural 

infection, wanes over time. This gives rise to whooping 

cough epidemics every two to three years. 

Whooping cough is most commonly diagnosed using PCR 

testing of a throat swab. This usually involves visiting a GP to 

get the swab sent to a lab, and then waiting for the results. 

This method has been routinely used since the early 2000s. 

In 2024, 57,257 whooping cough cases were detected in 

Australia. This included a case where a child with an 

antibiotic-resistant infection required intensive care 

support. 

This represents the highest notification rate since records 

began in 1991. And it reflects a true increase in the 
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prevalence, as well as awareness and testing, of whooping 

cough. 

The 2024 surge in cases was likely due, at least in part, to 

COVID public health restrictions which disrupted the usual 

epidemic cycle. During this time, many children didn’t get 

the normal immune “boost” after being vaccinated and 

exposed to the bacteria. This left them more vulnerable to 

infection, particularly when authorities lifted social 

distancing restrictions. 

Whooping cough was also widespread in 2025 with 25,256 

cases reported that year. All age groups were affected, but 

notification rates were highest among school-aged and 

preschool-aged children. 

Unfortunately, whooping cough isn’t going away anytime 

soon. However, timely vaccination across all ages is vital to 

curb its spread and protect vulnerable populations. 

 

 

 

Lic No. 306630C 

• Plumber 

• Drainer 

• Gasfitter 

• Polywelder 

• Roof Welder                                                          

Ph0408117358   wardsplumbing@bigpond.com 

 

 

 
 

       SSS Mobile Concrete Services 

Supplying all types of Premixed Concrete, Landscape 

Supplies, Firewood. 

Delivery available. Servicing the Barraba Area. 

Phone Paul 0427495070 

 

Published by Community College Northern 

Inland Inc. 

Cnr. Alice and Fitzroy St Barraba  

Contacts: Bronwyn 0447 165 008 or Office: 67821662 

Email  news@barrabacommunitynews.org.au 

Printed on site at the Community College. Free 

publication by email or collection from local Barraba 

main street businesses 

 

Rod Bonner 

Your local Plumber, Drainer, Gasfitter 
and Handyman 
Lic No. L8791 

plumberdrainer@gmail.com                      
Text is best  0447 052 140 

 

 

mailto:wardsplumbing@bigpond.com
mailto:news@barrabacommunitynews.org.au
mailto:plumberdrainer@gmail.com
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Essential Energy crews will complete maintenance on the electricity network supplying power to Barraba, Upper Manilla and 

surrounds this weekend Sunday (15 February). 

Crews will install new network equipment on the main power line supplying Barraba to improve the reliability of the Upper 

Manilla zone substation. This will help reduce the number of customers affected by outages. 

Additional crews will also be working in Barraba town, to replace two power poles and 18 pole crossarms, along with other 

network components, to maintain the safety and reliability of the local power supply. 

A planned power outage is required so our crews can complete this work safely and is scheduled to occur between 7am and 

5pm on 15 February. 

Customers affected by the planned power outage have been informed via Essential Energy’s outage notification system. Tips for 

managing power outages can be found at essentialenergy.com.au/outage-tips. 

If you rely on medical equipment, we encourage you to have a power outage plan and keep your contact details up to date. 

More information: essentialenergy.com.au/at-home/life-support 

We appreciate the community’s patience while these important works are carried out to maintain a safe and reliable electricity 

network.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essentialenergy.com.au%2Foutage-tips&data=05%7C02%7Cnews%40barrabacommunitynews.org.au%7C5950d7c4bb924e2ee67308de67a22a6f%7C546ecd9e37df4888b3f52497bf64501d%7C0%7C0%7C639062143384159636%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DuEWQoNPbXVGmRQW3k82RN%2FxHMkrIkqXkgQtnN3Avos%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fessentialenergy.com.au%2Fat-home%2Flife-support&data=05%7C02%7Cnews%40barrabacommunitynews.org.au%7C5950d7c4bb924e2ee67308de67a22a6f%7C546ecd9e37df4888b3f52497bf64501d%7C0%7C0%7C639062143384180672%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zRxWxNVLnsUlS3%2FsuKx%2BLE0JowXtgnr0rAjPl%2FJmmNc%3D&reserved=0



